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were closed in by some French and some Hurons.
In the center was a large space, somewhat longer
than wide, in which the Iroquois caused two poles to
be planted, and a cord to be stretched from one to
the other on which to hang and tie the words that
they were to bring us,—that is to say, the presents
they wished to make us, which consisted of seven-
teen collars of porcelain beads, a portion of which
were on their bodies. The remainder were en-
closed [87] in a small pouch placed quite near them.
‘When all had assembled and had taken their places,
Kiotsaeton who was high in stature, rose and looked
at the Sun, then cast his eyes over the whole Com-
pany; he took a collar of porcelain beads in his hand
and commenced to harangue in a loud voice. ‘‘ Onon-
tio, lend me ear. I am the mouth for the whole of
my country; thou listenest to all the Iroquois, in
_ hearing my words. There is no evil in my heart; I
have only good songs in my mouth. We have a mul-
titude of war songs in our country; we have cast
them all on the ground; we have no longer anything
but songs of rejoicing.” Thereupon he began to
sing; his countrymen responded; he walked about
that great space as if on the stage of a theatre; he
made a thousand gestures; he looked up to Heaven;
he gazed at the Sun; he rubbed his arms as if he
wished to draw from them the strength that moved
them in war. After he had sung awhile, he said
that the present that he held in his hand thanked
Monsieur the Governor for having saved the life of
Tokhrahenehiaron, [88] when he drew him last Au-
tumn out of the fire and away from the teeth of the
Alguonquins; but he complained gracefully that he
had been sent back all alone to his own country. *‘If



